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Instructions

• Use black ink or ball-point pen.
• Fill in the boxes at the top of this page with your name,  
 centre number and candidate number.
• There are two sections in this question paper.
•  In Section A, answer question part (a) and part (b) on the option for which 

you have been prepared.
•  In Section B, answer one question on the option for which you have  

been prepared. 
•  Answer the questions in the spaces provided  

– there may be more space than you need.

Information

• The total mark for this paper is 40. 
•  The marks for each question are shown in brackets 

– use this as a guide as to how much time to spend on each question.

Advice

• Read each question carefully before you start to answer it.
• Check your answers if you have time at the end.

You must have:
Sources Booklet (enclosed) 

8HI0/2C
Sample assessment materials for first teaching 
September 2015
Time: 1 hour 30 minutes

History
Advanced Subsidiary
Paper 2: Depth study
Option 2C.1: France in revolution, 1774–99
Option 2C.2: Russia in revolution, 1894–1924

Pearson Edexcel 
Level 3 GCE

Question Indicative content
8 Answers will be credited according to candidates’ deployment of material in 

relation to the qualities outlined in the generic mark scheme. The indicative 
content below is not prescriptive and candidates are not required to include all 
the material which is indicated as relevant.

Candidates are expected to reach a judgement on how accurate it is to say that
the success of the northern provinces, in the years 1585–1609, was due to 
Maurice of Nassau’s military leadership. 

Arguments and evidence that the successes of the northern provinces in these 
years were due to Maurice of Nassau’s military leadership should be analysed and 
evaluated. Relevant points may include:

• Maurice of Nassau’s reorganisation of the army (e.g. military training and 
more officers) helped to turn the rebellion against Spain into a coherent
revolt

• His military reforms (e.g. greater use of the musket, arquebus and artillery) 
helped to make Holland and Zeeland virtually impregnable effectively and 
made it clear to the Spanish they could not retake the north  

• He seized key fortress towns such as Breda and strengthened the borders of 
the Dutch republic with a line of forts

• Maurice also achieved key victories at Turnhout 1597 and Nieuwpoort 1600. 

Arguments and evidence that successes of the northern provinces in these years 
were due to other factors should be analysed and evaluated. Relevant points may 
include:

• Philip’s English and French ventures in the late 1580s and 1590s contributed 
greatly to Spain’s bankruptcy in 1596, which ultimately forced him to 
recognise the independence of the United Provinces 

• The reorganisation of the States General into an effective body under the 
leadership of Jan van Oldenbarneveldt

• The growing wealth and resources of the northern provinces 

• English assistance (troops and money) to the Dutch in the 1590s 
contributed to military victories, e.g. Groningen 1594.  

Other relevant material must be credited.
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*S47483A0207*

SECTION A

Choose EITHER Option 2C.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2C.2 (Question 2), for which you have  
been prepared.

Option 2C.1: France in revolution, 1774–99

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

1 (a) Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the reasons for 
Robespierre’s arrest in July 1794? 

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the 
reasons for the execution of Louis XVI in 1793?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

 (Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]
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Choose EITHER Option 2C.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2C.2 (Question 2), for which you have  
been prepared.

Option 2C.2: Russia in revolution, 1894–1924

Answer Question 2, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

2 (a) Study Source 3 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 3 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the reasons for the 
1905 Revolution? 

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 4 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 4 for an enquiry into 
opposition to the Provisional government in 1917?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

 (Total for Question 2 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]

2

*S47483A0207*

SECTION A

Choose EITHER Option 2C.1 (Question 1) OR Option 2C.2 (Question 2), for which you have  
been prepared.

Option 2C.1: France in revolution, 1774–99

Answer Question 1, parts (a) and (b).

You should start the answer to part (a) on page 4.

You should start the answer to part (b) on page 5*.

1 (a) Study Source 1 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  Why is Source 1 valuable to the historian for an enquiry into the reasons for 
Robespierre’s arrest in July 1794? 

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(8)

AND

 (b) Study Source 2 in the Sources Booklet before you answer this question.

  How much weight do you give the evidence of Source 2 for an enquiry into the 
reasons for the execution of Louis XVI in 1793?

  Explain your answer using the source, the information given about it and your 
own knowledge of the historical context.

(12)

 (Total for Question 1 = 20 marks)

[*Note that in the live question paper, the answer for part (b) will start on page 7]
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.]
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 [The live question paper will contain four more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 20 MARKS

4

*S47483A0407*

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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[The live question paper will contain two more pages of answer lines.]
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]
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SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B on the option for which you have been prepared. 

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

Option 2C.1: France in revolution, 1774–99

EITHER

3 How far was Louis XVI responsible for the collapse of the absolute monarchy in 1789?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks) 

OR

4 In March 1793 a rebellion broke out in the Vendée. 

 How accurate is it to say that the revolt of the Vendée did not seriously threaten  
the Republic?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

OR

5 How accurate is it to say that, in the years 1795–99, the main threat to the survival of 
the Directory came from the army?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Option 2C.2: Russia in revolution, 1894–1924

EITHER

6 To what extent did Russia change under the Tsarist regime in the years  
1906–14? 

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks) 

OR

7 How far was popular discontent over food shortages responsible for the collapse of 
the Tsarist regime in 1917?

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks) 

OR

8 To what extent did Bolshevik control of Russia, in the years 1917–24, rely on repression? 

 (Total for Question 8 = 20 marks) 
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Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your 
mind, put a line through the box  and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen Question Number: Question 3  Question 4  Question 5 

 Question 6  Question 7  Question 8 
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[The live question paper will contain seven more pages of answer lines.]

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 20 MARKS 
TOTAL FOR PAPER = 40 MARKS
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SECTION B

Answer ONE question in Section B on the option for which you have been prepared. 

You must start your answer to your chosen question on the next page.

Option 2C.1: France in revolution, 1774–99

EITHER

3 How far was Louis XVI responsible for the collapse of the absolute monarchy in 1789?

(Total for Question 3 = 20 marks) 

OR

4 In March 1793 a rebellion broke out in the Vendée. 

 How accurate is it to say that the revolt of the Vendée did not seriously threaten  
the Republic?

(Total for Question 4 = 20 marks)

OR

5 How accurate is it to say that, in the years 1795–99, the main threat to the survival of 
the Directory came from the army?

(Total for Question 5 = 20 marks)

Option 2C.2: Russia in revolution, 1894–1924

EITHER

6 To what extent did Russia change under the Tsarist regime in the years  
1906–14? 

(Total for Question 6 = 20 marks) 

OR

7 How far was popular discontent over food shortages responsible for the collapse of 
the Tsarist regime in 1917?

(Total for Question 7 = 20 marks) 

OR

8 To what extent did Bolshevik control of Russia, in the years 1917–24, rely on repression? 

 (Total for Question 8 = 20 marks) 
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